
Number of Paid Employees 
and 

Rate of Union Coverage 
Canada and Provinces 

2003 to 2008 
Jurisdiction  2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 
 # of Paid 

Employees 
186,400 188,300 187,100 188,100 193,200 197,000 

Newfoundland 
and Labrador 

# Covered by a 
Collective 
Agreement 

73,200 73,100 69,700 70,300 72,900 75,700 

 Rate of Union 
Coverage 

39.3% 38.8% 37.3% 37.4% 37.7% 38.4% 

        
 # of Paid 

Employees 
55,400 56,700 57,700 57,800 60,000 60,900 

Prince Edward 
Island 

# Covered by a 
Collective 
Agreement 

16,800 18,500 18,500 17,100 18,000 18,800 

 Rate of Union 
Coverage 

30.3% 32.6% 32.1% 29.6% 30.0% 30.9% 

        
 # of Paid 

Employees 
374,400 382,600 382,500 388,600 390,500 396,100 

Nova Scotia # Covered by a 
Collective 
Agreement 

106,700 109,400 112,300 109,800 115,000 113,600 

 Rate of Union 
Coverage 

28.5% 28.6% 29.4% 28.3% 29.4% 28.7% 

        
 # of Paid 

Employees 
300,100 306,800 309,300 313,100 320,700 324,400 

New Brunswick # Covered by a 
Collective 
Agreement 

83,700 88,300 87,200 87,900 90,300 94,700 

 Rate of Union 
Coverage 

27.9% 28.8% 28.2% 28.1% 28.2% 29.2% 

        
 # of Paid 

Employees 
3,146,000 3,196,500 3,213,500 3,262,900 3,299,600 3,339,300 

Quebec # Covered by a 
Collective 
Agreement 

1,292,800 1,274,300 1,293,100 1,312,300 1,308,500 1,316,700 

 Rate of Union 
Coverage 

41.1% 39.9% 40.2% 40.2% 39.7% 39.4% 

        
 # of Paid 

Employees 
5,299,000 5,384,700 5,470,000 5,557,800 5,606,700 5,684,900 

Ontario # Covered by a 
Collective 
Agreement 

1,498,700 1,494,000 1,572,900 1,557,300 1,578,600 1,584,600 

 Rate of Union 
Coverage 

28.3% 27.7% 28.8% 28.0% 28.2% 27.9% 

        



 # of Paid 
Employees 

482,200 489,000 491,000 500,600 507,700 521,300 

Manitoba # Covered by a 
Collective 
Agreement 

179,800 183,700 181,900 184,600 188,300 191,400 

 Rate of Union 
Coverage 

37.3% 37.6% 37.0% 36.9% 37.1% 36.7% 

        
 # of Paid 

Employees 
377,200 383,300 385,500 395,600 408,700 419,200 

Saskatchewan # Covered by a 
Collective 
Agreement 

133,200 135,600 136,700 142,300 142,300 147,300 

 Rate of Union 
Coverage 

35.3% 35.4% 35.5% 36.0% 34.8% 35.1% 

        
 # of Paid 

Employees 
1,411,400 1,434,500 1,446,800 1,539,900 1,623,200 1,667,300 

Alberta # Covered by a 
Collective 
Agreement 

340,800 340,200 341,900 379,000 386,700 399,500 

 Rate of Union 
Coverage 

24.1% 23.7% 23.6% 24.6% 23.8% 24.0% 

        
 # of Paid 

Employees 
1,638,400 1,671,300 1,714,800 1,781,800 1,841,000 1,886,000 

British 
Columbia 

# Covered by a 
Collective 
Agreement 

552,500 560,800 560,000 568,100 590,800 584,600 

 Rate of Union 
Coverage 

33.7% 33.6% 32.7% 31.9% 32.1% 31.0% 

        
 # of Paid 

Employees 
13,270,500 13,493,600 13,658,200 13,986,300 14,251,400 14,496,200 

Canada # Covered by a 
Collective 
Agreement 

4,278,300 4,277,700 4,374,400 4,428,600 4,491,500 4,527,000 

 Rate of Union 
Coverage 

32.2% 31.7% 32.0% 31.7% 31.5% 31.2% 

 
Source: Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey, program A060810. 
 


